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The Messenger ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢis the perfect example for
humanity to follow. The Qur'an explicitly states:

You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct)
for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages
much in the praise of Allah. (Al-Ahzaab: 21)
A true Muslim has no option but to follow the perfect example of the
Messenger ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ. Today, we observe advancement of
technology all around us. Computers, airplanes, machinery, etc. Did they
come about by themselves? No. A great effort and centuries of hard-work
led to their commonality and utilization among us. This advancement is a
result of human engagement and effort upon the matter of the world. Effort
was done upon matter, thus material things are flourishing in the world.
However, as humans toiled on matter, they forgot the internal struggle.
Effort was done upon silicon, thus computer chips were made. Work was
done upon metal, so cars and airplanes exist. Work is done upon dirt, sand,
gravel and buildings are constructed. However, mankind forgot the most
important of all works, the effort upon the heart; to improve a person’s
internal conduct and external behavior. The effort on attaining a Godconscious attitude, a soul full of divine love and longing, the spirit of
reverence for the Messenger ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ, and a complete
adherence to his Sunnah were suppose to have been the real struggles of
the Muslim. Since we forgot this great task, the reflection of Prophetic
character is no where to be seen in our lives. Muslims have to be
encouraged to look at the beautiful life of the Messenger
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢand imitate, to the best of their ability, his noble
character and conduct, regarding which divine testimony reads:

And you (stand) on an exalted standard of character.
(Al-Qalam: 4)
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The highest pedestal of human glory, the most exalted standard of
humanity, and the greatest of characters was possessed by the Messenger
()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ.
Explaining this verse, Ibn Katheer says:
ي وَاﻟ ﱠﺮﺑِﻴﻊ
ّ ﺴ ﱢﺪ
ل ُﻣﺠَﺎهِﺪ َوَأﺑُﻮ ﻣَﺎﻟِﻚ وَاﻟ ﱡ
َ ﻚ ﻗَﺎ
َ ﺳﻠَﺎم َو َآ َﺬِﻟ
ْ ﻋﻈِﻴﻢ َو ُه َﻮ ا ْﻟِﺈ
َ ﻋﺒﱠﺎس َوِإﻧﱠﻚ َﻟ َﻌﻠَﻰ دِﻳﻦ
َ ﻦ ِاﺑْﻦ
ْﻋ
َ ﻲ
ّ ل ا ْﻟ َﻌ ْﻮ ِﻓ
َ ﻗَﺎ
ﻀﺤﱠﺎك وَاﺑْﻦ َزﻳْﺪ
ل اﻟ ﱠ
َ ﺑْﻦ َأﻧَﺲ َو َآﺬَا ﻗَﺎ
Aufi narrates from Ibn Abbas (radhi Allah anhuma) as saying: (This verse
means) "And you (stand) on a great religion, i.e. Islam."
Because Allah says in the Qur'an:

Indeed you (stand) on straight and righteous guidance.
(Al-Haj 67)
Ibn Katheer has also narrated the following sayings under the explanation
of "And you (stand) on an exalted standard of character" (Al-Qalam: 4):
ﺳَﺄﻟْﺖ ﻋَﺎ ِﺋﺸَﺔ َﻓ ُﻘﻠْﺖ
َ ل
َ ﺳﻌْﺪ ﺑْﻦ ِهﺸَﺎم ﻗَﺎ
َ ﻦ
ْﻋ
َ ﻦ ُزرَا َر َة ﺑْﻦ َأ ْوﻓَﻰ
ْﻋ
َ ﻦ َﻗﺘَﺎدَة
ْﻋ
َ ﻦ َﻣ ْﻌﻤَﺮ
ْﻋ
َ ﻋﺒْﺪ اﻟ ﱠﺮزﱠاق
َ ل
َ َوﻗَﺎ
ن
َ ﺖ آَﺎ
ْ ﺖ َأ َﺗ ْﻘ َﺮُأ ا ْﻟ ُﻘﺮْﺁن ؟ َﻓ ُﻘﻠْﺖ َﻧ َﻌ ْﻢ َﻓﻘَﺎَﻟ
ْ ﺳﱠﻠ َﻢ َﻓﻘَﺎَﻟ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو
َ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
َ ﺧﻠُﻖ َرﺳُﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
ُ ﻦ
ْﻋ
َ ﻦ
َ ﺧ ِﺒﺮِﻳﻨِﻲ ﻳَﺎ ُأمّ ا ْﻟ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨِﻴ
ْ َأ
ﺧﻠُﻘﻪ ا ْﻟ ُﻘﺮْﺁن
ُ
And Abdur Razzaq narrates from Ma'mar who narrates from Qatadah who
narrates from Zurarata bin Aufa who narrates from Sa'd bin Hishaam, who
says: "I asked Ayesha ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬ ﺎ, I said: 'Inform me, O mother of the
believers, regarding the character of the Messenger
()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ.' She said: 'Have you not read the Qur'an?' I replied:
'Yes.' She further said: 'The character of the Messenger
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢwas the Qur'an'.
ب َرﺳُﻮل
َ ﺿ َﺮ
َ  ﻣَﺎ: ﺖ
ْ ﻦ ﻋَﺎ ِﺋﺸَﺔ ﻗَﺎَﻟ
ْﻋ
َ ﻋ ْﺮوَة
ُ ﻦ
ْﻋ
َ ي
ّ ﻦ اﻟ ﱡﺰ ْه ِﺮ
ْﻋ
َ ﺣ ﱠﺪ َﺛﻨَﺎ َﻣ ْﻌﻤَﺮ
َ ﻋﺒْﺪ اﻟ ﱠﺮزﱠاق
َ ﺣ ﱠﺪ َﺛﻨَﺎ
َ ﺣﻤَﺪ
ْ ل ا ْﻟِﺈﻣَﺎم َأ
َ ﻗَﺎ
ﺷﻲْء َﻗ ﱡ
َ ب ِﺑ َﻴ ِﺪ ِﻩ
َ ﺿ َﺮ
َ ب ِا ْﻣ َﺮأَة َوﻟَﺎ
َ ﺿ َﺮ
َ ﻂ َوﻟَﺎ
ﺳﱠﻠ َﻢ ِﺑ َﻴ ِﺪ ِﻩ ﺧَﺎ ِدﻣًﺎ َﻟ ُﻪ َﻗ ﱡ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو
َ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
َ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
ﺳﺒِﻴﻞ
َ ن ُﻳﺠَﺎهِﺪ ﻓِﻲ
ْ ﻂ ِإﱠﻟﺎ َأ
اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
Imam Ahmad says: Abdur Razzaq has narrated to us from Ma'mar who
narrates from Az-Zuhri who narrates from Urwah who narrates this saying
of Ayesha ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬ ﺎ: "The Messenger ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢnever hit
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any of his servants with his hands, nor did he ever hit any of his wives, nor
did he hit anything except while making Jihad in the path of Allah."
ﻦ ا ْﻟ َﻘ ْﻌﻘَﺎع ﺑْﻦ
ْﻋ
َ ﺠﻠَﺎن
ْﻋ
َ ﺤﻤﱠﺪ ﺑْﻦ
َ ﻦ ُﻣ
ْﻋ
َ ﺤﻤﱠﺪ
َ ﻋﺒْﺪ ا ْﻟ َﻌﺰِﻳﺰ ﺑْﻦ ُﻣ
َ ﺣ ﱠﺪ َﺛﻨَﺎ
َ ﺳﻌِﻴﺪ ﺑْﻦ َﻣ ْﻨﺼُﻮر
َ ﺣ ﱠﺪ َﺛﻨَﺎ
َ ﺣﻤَﺪ
ْ ل ا ْﻟِﺈﻣَﺎم َأ
َ َوﻗَﺎ
ﺳﱠﻠ َﻢ" ِإ ﱠﻧﻤَﺎ ُﺑ ِﻌﺜْﺖ ِﻟُﺄ َﺗﻤﱢﻢ ﺻَﺎﻟِﺢ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو
َ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
َ ل َرﺳُﻮل اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
َ  ﻗَﺎ: ل
َ ﻦ َأﺑِﻲ ُه َﺮ ْﻳﺮَة ﻗَﺎ
ْﻋ
َ ﻦ َأﺑِﻲ ﺻَﺎﻟِﺢ
ْﻋ
َ ﺣﻜِﻴﻢ
َ
ﺧﻠَﺎق
ْ ا ْﻟَﺄ
Imam Ahmad says: Sa'eed bin Mansoor has narrated to us from Abdul
Azeez bin Muhammad who narrates from Muhammad bin Ajlaan who
narrates from Al-Qa'qa bin Hakeem who narrates from Abi Saalih who
narrates from Abu Hurairah as saying: The Messenger said: "Indeed I have
been sent to complete good character.
Regarding our Noble Messenger ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ, heavenly
testimony reads:

It was because of the Mercy of Allah that you dealt with them gently. Were
you severe or harsh-hearted, they would have perished from you: so
forgive them, and ask for (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and take their
consultation. Then, when you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah.
For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him).
(Al-e-Imraan: 159)
The following saying of Al-Hasan Al-Basri has been recorde by Ibn Katheer
while explaining the above verse:
ﺷﺒِﻴﻬَﺔ ِﺑ َﻘ ْﻮِﻟ ِﻪ
َ ﺳﱠﻠ َﻢ َﺑ َﻌ َﺜ ُﻪ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ِﺑ ِﻪ َو َه ِﺬ ِﻩ اﻟْﺂﻳَﺔ ا ْﻟ َﻜﺮِﻳﻤَﺔ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو
َ ﺻﻠﱠﻰ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ
َ ﺤﻤﱠﺪ
َ ﺧﻠُﻖ ُﻣ
ُ  َهﺬَا: ي
ّ ﺼ ِﺮ
ْ ﺤﺴَﻦ ا ْﻟ َﺒ
َ ل ا ْﻟ
َ َوﻗَﺎ
ﻦ َرءُوف َرﺣِﻴﻢ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﺑِﺎ ْﻟ ُﻤ ْﺆ ِﻣﻨِﻴ
َ ﺣﺮِﻳﺺ
َ ﻋ ِﻨ ﱡﺘ ْﻢ
َ ﻋَﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ ﻣَﺎ
َ ﻋﺰِﻳﺰ
َ ﻦ َأ ْﻧﻔُﺴ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ْ َﺗﻌَﺎﻟَﻰ َﻟ َﻘ ْﺪ ﺟَﺎ َء ُآ ْﻢ َرﺳُﻮل ِﻣ
Hasan al-Basri says: “This is the beautiful conduct that Allah had sent
Muhammad ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢwith and this verse of the Qur'an is
similar to another verse of the Qur'an in which Allah says: “Now has come
unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that you
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should perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers is he most
kind and merciful”. (At-Tawba: 128)
This Qur'anic verse was revealed after the battle of Uhud, when some of
the Companions had misunderstood The Messenger ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢ
and hence, the Muslims had suffered a loss. Allah the Almighty says that it
was due to the mercy that Allah had put in the heart of The Messenger
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢthat he forgave his companions and was lenient on
them. Through this verse, we learn that hard-heartedness is a sign of being
deprived of the mercy of Allah. May Allah make our hearts soft and kind.
Ameen.
A sincere study of the following Ahadith will truly inspire each and every
Muslim to follow the excellent character of The Messenger
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢthat is so beautifully reflected in these Ahadith.
Anas bin Malik ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪnarrated:
The Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢobserved: None among you will be a
truthful believer till he likes for his brother or for his neighbor that which he
loves for himself. Sahih Muslim, no. 64.
It is narrated on the authority of Jarir ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪthat he observed:
I gave pledge of allegiance to Allah's Messenger ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢon
the observance of the Prayer, payment of Zakah, and sincerity and wellwishing for every Muslim. Sahih Muslim, no. 83.
Abu Shuraih Al-Khuza'i ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪnarrated:
The Prophet ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢobserved: He who believes in Allah and
the Last Day should do good to his neighbor; and he who believes in Allah
and the Last Day should show hospitality to the guest; and he who believes
in Allah and the Last Day should either speak good or better remain silent.
Sahih Muslim, no. 69
Abu Hurairah ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪnarrated:
The Messenger of Allah ()ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢobserved: There have come
the people of Yemen; they are tender-hearted, the belief is that of the
Yemenites, the understanding (of the faith) is that of the Yemenites and
sagacity is that of the Yemenites. Sahih Muslim, no. 73
Narrated Abu Sufyan ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
That Heraclius sent for him and said, "What did he, (i.e. the Prophet)
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( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢorder you?" I replied, "He orders us to offer prayers;
to give alms; to be chaste; and to keep good relations with our relatives.
(Bukhari)
Narrated Abu Huraira ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
Allah's Apostle ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢkissed Al-Hasan bin Ali while Al-Aqra'
bin Habis At-Tamim was sitting beside him. Al-Aqra said, "I have ten
children and I have never kissed anyone of them," Allah's Apostle cast a
look at him and said, "Whoever is not merciful to others will not be treated
mercifully." (Bukhari)
Narrated 'Aisha ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬ ﺎ:
A bedouin came to the Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢand said, "You
(people) kiss the children! We don't kiss them." The Prophet
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢsaid, "I cannot put mercy in your heart after Allah has
taken it away from it." (Bukhari)
Narrated Anas bin Malik ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
The Prophet said, "If any Muslim plants any plant and a human being or an
animal eats of it, he will be rewarded as if he had given that much in
charity." (Bukhari)
Narrated 'Aisha ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬ ﺎ:
The Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢsaid "Gabriel continued to recommend
me about treating the neighbors Kindly and politely so much so that I
thought he would order me to make them as my heirs. (Bukhari)
Narrated Masruq ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
Abdullah bin 'Amr ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪmentioned Allah's Apostle
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢsaying that he was neither a Fahish nor a
Mutafahish. Abdullah bin 'Amr added, Allah's Apostle said, 'The best
among you are those who have the best manners and character.' (Bukhari)
Narrated Jabir ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
Never was the Prophet ( )مﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻞasked for a thing to be given
for which his answer was 'no'. (Bukhari)
Narrated Anas ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
I served the Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢfor ten years, and he never said
to me, "Uf" (a minor harsh word denoting impatience) and never blamed
me by saying, "Why did you do so or why didn't you do so?" (Bukhari)
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Narrated Al-Aswad:
I asked 'Aisha what did the Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢuse to do at
home. She replied. "He used to keep himself busy serving his family and
when it was time for the prayer, he would get up for prayer." (Bukhari)
Narrated Abu Huraira ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
The Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢsaid, "The worst people in the Sight of
Allah on the Day of Resurrection will be the double faced people who
appear to some people with one face and to other people with another
face." (Bukhari)
Narrated Abu Huraira ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
The Prophet ( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢsaid, "Beware of suspicion, for
suspicion is the worst of false tales; and do not look for the others' faults
and do not spy, and do not be jealous of one another, and do not desert
(cut your relation with) one another, and do not hate one another; and O
Allah's worshipers! Be brothers (as Allah has ordered you!") (Bukhari)
Narrated Anas bin Malik ()رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪ:
Allah's Apostle ( )ى اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢﺻ ﻞsaid, "Do not hate one another, and
do not be jealous of one another, and do not desert each other, and O,
Allah's worshipers! Be brothers. Lo! It is not permissible for any Muslim to
desert (not talk to) his brother (Muslim) for more than three days." (Bukhari)
Narrated Mujahid:
'Abdullah bin 'Umar ( )رﺿ ﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻨ ﻪsaid, "Allah's Apostle
( )ﺻ ﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴ ﻪ و ﺳ ﻠﻢtook hold of my shoulder and said, 'Be in this world
as if you were a stranger or a traveler." The sub-narrator added: Ibn 'Umar
used to say, "If you survive till the evening, do not expect to be alive in the
morning, and if you survive till the morning, do not expect to be alive in the
evening, and take from your health for your sickness, and (take) from your
life for your death." (Bukhari)

